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inclination to come to Scotland. But the death of
Francis, in December 1560, removed her from the
French throne, and she turned to her native
country. Opinions were divided among the
Protestants regarding the result to be expected if
she occupied the throne of Scotland. Some felt
that she would try to reintroduce " idolatry/5 but
others believed that her coming would strengthen
the Reformation. The latter argued that Mary
would be forced to depend upon the Protestants
as the stronger party, and her co-operation with
the Protestants, however unwillingly given, would
establish the Reformation on a more regular
basis.
There had been plans for excluding her from
the throne, but for various reasons, these failed
dismally, and in February 1561 it was decided to
invite her to occupy the throne. Her natural
brother, Lord James Stewart, was sent to Paris to
confer with her. Knox had wanted Lord James
to insist upon an undertaking that she would
abjure Catholicism, but Lord James had bluntly
refused to do so. He agreed, however, that Mary
must not interfere with the reformed religion, and
must choose her advisers from among the men who
were then in authority.
Mary professed to accept the advice, and on the
igth of August she landed at Leith with a small
French retinue. She was nineteen, famed for her
beauty, and well aware of its influence ; brought